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A permanent State Geologlcal Exploration Commission (GosGeologoRazvedka), a field
agency of the USSR Cze’dlogical Exploration Administration of the All-Union Mining

Ministry in Moscow, had been working in Trans-Carpathian Oblast since 1946, The
tasgk of this commission was exploration of the area for its natural resources.and
the preparation of fubure exploration projects.

The chief of the State Mi?xing Inspectorate (Gostdarstvennaya Gorno-Tekhnicheskaya
Tnspéktsiya) fo Trans-Carpathian Oblast in Uzhgorod, Portvey Kastrovich Pestov-
skly, the following infor-
mation éonceruing discoveries which had been made in lrans-Carpathian Oblast by
the State Geological Exploration Cormission (see AMS map 13100,000, Sheet W-17,
Mukachevo)s o

a. 0il was discovered in several localities on the western slopes of the Hat
Mountains, especially in the region east of the village of Drahobratovo, The
fields were supposed to be quite rich, although there were no detailed dkta on
thems production had not started by June 1952,

b. Large quantities of lignite were discovered in many localities along almost
the entire stréteh of the western slope of the Hat Mountains from the Latorica
River to the Irsava River, Lignite was also found northeast of the Irsava
River on the southern slopes of the Velikij Dil Mountains. Some of these
mines, such as the Berezinka coal mines, were opened in 1947 and had been
working at capacity since then. Pestovskiy the Ilnice mines
had been expanded and other new mines planned, Brown coal discoveries in the
cblast greatly exceeded oblast requirements, so much of it was to be exported.
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¢. Geold had been found in the valley of the Turja River, about three
kilometers east of the village of Poro¥kbv and south of the river. .
According to PESTOVSKIY, who was supposed to have supervised the . B
Kining, gold sand and gold nuggets were found there im the clay,
and especially in petrified clay (which was the predominant type %g§]§
of land in that region). Work there was begun in 1951, and
PRSTOTIRK 1Y had rem O AT &

\
v

8 bu . s ra
d to be done B

already been removed and several workers' barrack

a8 I knew, the extractiom of the gold was swppose
lecally. ‘

d, The State Geological Exploratior Commission had also discovered
some uranium in Trans-Csrpathian Oblast; however, I do not belleve
PESTOVSKIY knew the exact places where it had been found, since

He was positive, thowgh, that such

discoveries h een made,

25X1X

e. The commission hed also discovered many new rock salt deposits,
: :g:nkof which extended over a comsiderable area in layers 3-3% m. .
lck. - -
3. The State Mining Inspectorate in Uzhgorod _838H-2219ﬁ7 was responsible
for supervising all mining enterprises in TransiCarpathian., L¥vov., and
Chernigov sblasts. Im the beginning of 1951 this 1uspee€oratc was
transferred to Lvov 80 1t would be central to all three oblasts.
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